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Central University of Odisha Commemorates 134th Birth

Anniversary of Bharat Ratna Babasaheb Dr. B. R. Ambedkar
CUO to Establish Centre of Ambedkar Studies: Prof. Chakradhar Tripathi, VC, CUO

Koraput, (TNB): The
Central University of
Odisha celebrated the
134th Birth Anniversary
of  Bharat Ratna
Babasaheb Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar on April 14,
2024, with a ceremony
held on its premises.
Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor
Prof. Chakradhar
Tripathi, Advisor-Aca-
demic and Administra-
tion Prof. V. C. Jha, Direc-
tor in-charge of Hindi
Cell Prof. Hemraj Meena,
accompanied by faculty
members and officers,

gathered to honor the vi-
sionary behind the In-
dian Constitution. Re-
flecting on Dr.
Ambedkar's profound in-
fluence as a scholar and
social reformer, Prof.
Tripathi highlighted his
pivotal role in shaping
India's constitutional
framework and advocat-
ing for social justice. He
emphasized Dr.
Ambedkar's relentless
pursuit of an egalitarian
society, grounded in prin-
ciples of rule of law, civil
liberties, gender equality,

and empowerment of
marginalized communi-
ties.

Prof. Tripathi stressed
the global significance of
Dr. Ambedkar's legacy,
expressing concerns over
attempts to downplay his
contributions for per-
sonal gain. He called for
a renewed appreciation
of Dr. Ambedkar's eco-
nomic, social, and educa-
tional endeavors, empha-
sizing their relevance in
today's world. He ex-
pressed his aspirations
for the Central University

of Odisha to become a

primary hub for discus-
sions on Dr. Ambedkar,
thus paying -homage to

his enduring legacy. Ina
significant announce-
ment, Prof. Tripathi un-
veiled plans to establish

a Center for Ambedkar
Studies within the uni-
versity, dedicated to in-
terdisciplinary research

on Dr. Ambedkar's teach-
ings. Additionally, he re-
vealed intentions to erect
a statue of Dr. Ambedkar
on campus, symbolizing
the university's commit-
ment to preserving his
ideals. Addressing the
multifaceted persona of
Dr. Ambedkar, Prof. Jha
lauded his roles as a ju-
rist, economist, politi-
cian, and social reformer,
highlighting his relent-
less advocacy against
Dalit discrimination and
his fervent support for
women's and workers'

rights. Prof. Meena ech-
oed these sentiments,
underscoring Dr.
Ambedkar's transforma-
tive impact on the down-
trodden sections of soci-
ety. Following the formal
program, a scholarly dis-
course on Dr. Ambedkar's
philosophy and the Cen-
tral University of Odisha
was convened under the
Vice-Chancellor's guid-
ance. Participants seized
the opportunity to delve
into Dr. Ambedkar’s vision-
ary ideas and enduring

contributions to socitiye>
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ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, April 14:
Governor Raghubar Das and
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik
paid tributes to BR Ambedkar on
his 134th birth anniversary
Sunday:

“Babasaheb played a pivotal
role in shaping the democratic
and inclusive fabric of the so-
ciety,” Governor said.

Taking to X, the CM said,
“Humble tributes to the architect
of Indian Constitution, Bharat
Ratna BR Ambedkar on his birth
anniversary. He was a vision-
ary leader who worked towards
the upliftment of the under-
privileged and marginalised.
Let's strive to uphold his ideals
of equality and justice as we

Vidya speaks out

Actor Vidya Balan discusses
male actors' reluctance to
share screen with her

LEISURE | P2

@ HERE . NOW

= Scholz in China

China to enhance economic
relations amidst Western pressure

INTERNATIONAL | P10

work towards a brighter, more
inclusive future for all.”

The Central University of
Odisha (CUO), Koraput vice-
chancellor Chakradhar Tripathi
also paid tributes to Babasaheb
in presence of academic and ad-
ministration advisor VC Jha,
Hindi cell director in-charge
Hemraj Meena, faculty mem-
bers and administrative staff.
Reflecting on Ambedkar’s pro-
found influence as a scholar and
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social reformer, 'I‘mpathl high-
lighted his pivotal role in shap-
ing India’s Constitutional frame-
work. He emphasised Ambedkar’s
pursuit of an egalitarian soci-
ety, civil liberties, gender equal-
ity, and empowerment of mar-
ginalised communities.
Tripathi underlined the global
significance of Ambedkar’s
legacy and called for a renewed
appreciation for Ambedkar’s
economic, social, and educa-
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tional endeavours.

On this occasion, Tripathi un-
veiled plans to establish a ‘Centre
for Ambedkar Studies’ within
the university, dedicated to in-
terdisciplinary research on
Ambedkar’s teachings.
Additionally, he revealed inten-
tions to put up a statue of
Ambedkar on campus, symbol-
ising the university's commit-
ment to preserving his ideals,

Jha, in his speech, lauded roles
of Ambedkar as jurist, econo-
mist, politician and social re-
former; highlighting his relentless
advocacy against Dalit discrim-
ination and his fervent support
for women and workers rights.
Meena underscored Ambedkar’s
transformative impact on the
downtrodden sections of society.
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