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Koraput: Central University of Odisha
(CUO), Sunabeda, in Koraput district

signed a memorandum of generate impactful research and policy-

understanding (MoU) with four central making to improve socio-economic

universities on Monday to promote conditions of tribal communities," said
inclusive and multidisciplinary education Narasingha Charan Panda, in-charge

e I i i i i vice-chancellor of CUO.

in line with the National Education Policy T

(NEP)-2020.
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CUO inks pacts
to promote
inclusive
education

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
fiil Bhubaneswar

THE Central University of Odi-
sha (CUO) on Monday signed
Molls with four other central
universities for promoting in-
clusive and multi-disciplinary
education which is a mandate
of the National Education
Policy-2020,

The partnering institutions
are English and Foreign Lan:
guages University {(EFLLU) at
Hyderabad, Central Tribal Uni-
versity of Andhra Pradesh
(CTU AP) at Vizianagaram, In-
dira Gandhi National Tribal
University (IGNTU) at Amar-
kantak and Sammakka Sarak
ka Central Tribal University
(S5CTL) in Telangana,

The MolUs are almed at en-
hancing collaborative research
and academic partnerships, en-
couraging faculty exchange
and joint academic projects in-
cluding tribal research.

Speaking at the event, CUO
V-C in-charge Narasingha Cha-
ran Panda emphasised the eru-
cial role of faculty in turning
MoUs into meaningful academ-
ic action. He praised the initia-
tive for its focus on tribal re-
search, which he described as a
potent and promising field,
Panda said the idea for the
Malla stemmed from discus.
siong during Union Eduecation
minister Dharmendra Prad-
han's visit to CUO in July this
2025,

Among others, V-C of EFLU
N Nagaraju, V-C of SSCTU YL,
Srinivas, V-C of CTU Ap T
Srinivasan and professor of 1G-
NTU Soubhagya Ranjan Padhy
wore present,
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Central University signs MoU thh
four Central Universities

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, 25 AUGUST:

The Central University of
Odisha (CUQ) on Monday
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
four Central Universities of
India in a step towards
advancing the goals of the
National Education Policy
(WEP) 2020 and promoting
inclusive and multidisciplinary
education.

The key objectives of the
MolU are to promote
multidisciplinary and
interdisciplinary learning as
envisioned in NEP 2020,
enhancecollaborativeresearch
and academic partnerships,
encourage credit transfer,
faculty exchange , support
tribal empowerment,
innovation, strengthen digital
education, Indian knowledge
systems, andentrepreneurship
and contribute towards
increasing Gross Enrollment
Ratio (GER) and institutional

capacity bulldmg ‘ull{i{ uo
officials.

The partnering institutions
include the English and Foreign
Langmages University (EFLU),
Hyderabad; Central Tribal
University of Andhra Pradesh
(CTUAP), Vizianagaram;
Indira Gandhi National Tribal
University (IGNTU),
Amarkantak; and Sammakka
Sarakka Central Tribal
University (S5CTU), Telangana,

The MolU aims to foster
academic and research
collaborations, resource
sharing, faculty and student
exchanges, and joint initiatives
focused on tribal studies,
regional development, and

socio-economic transformation.

The signing cere mony was
attended by Prof. N, Nagaraju,
Vice-Chancellor, EFLU; Prof.
Y. L. Srinivas, Vice-Chancellor,
SSCTU; Prof. T. Srinivasan,
Vice-Chancellor (1/c), CTUAP,
Prof Soubhagya Ranjan Padhi,
Professor, IGNTU; Prof.
MNarasingha Charan Panda,
Vice-Chancellor (1,/c), CUO

Prof.N. Nagamjuemphasized
the crucial role of Faculty in
tuming MoUsintomeaningful
academic action. He praised
the initiative for its focus on
tribal research, which he
described as a "potent and
promising” field.

Prof. T. Srinivasan noted a

shift in perspective—from
educating tribal communities
to learning from them. Echoing
similar sentiments, Prof. Y.
L.Srinivas shared that SSCTU
has already established a
tribal centre and is undertaking
a funded nine-month
collaborative research project.

Prof. 5 R. Padhielabomated
on the tribal populations in
Amarkantak and other regions
of Madhya Pradesh, underining
the scope of research
opportunities the Mol presents
under NEP 2020,

In his presidential address,
Prof. N. C. Panda revealed
that the idea for the MoU
stemmed from discussions
during Union Education
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan’s visit to CUO in
July 2025. Prof. Panda
emphasized the potential of
the MoU to drive impactful
research and policy-making
aimed at improving the
socio-economic conditions
of tribal communities.
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GUO inks Mo with 4 Gentral Varsities

Positions Odisha
as hub of tribal

research
RAJEEV RATHAN ® Bhubaneswar

The Central University of
QOdisha (CUO), Koraput on
Monday signed a historic
Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) with four leading
Central Universities giving a
major push to Odisha's am-
bition of emerging as the na-
tional hub of tribal studies and
research.

The partner institutions in-
clude the English and Foreign
Languages University (EFLU)
in Hyderabad, Central Tribal
University of Andhra Pradesh
(CTUAP) in Vizianagaram,
Indira Gandhi National
Tribal University (IGNTU) in
Amarkantak and Sammakka
Sarakka Central Tribal Uni-
versity (SSCTU) in Telangana.

The MoU, inked at CUO's
Sunabeda campus, is valid for
five years and focuses on re-
source sharing, faculty and
student exchange, credit trans-
fer and joint research. It
prioritises tribal studies,
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socio-economic transforma-
tion and sustainable regional
development, in sync with the
National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020.

The signing was attended by
top academic leaders, including
EFLU Vice-Chancellor Prof N
Nagaraju, SSCTU Vice-Chan-
cellor Prof YL Srinivas, CTUAP
Vice-Chancellor (I/¢) Prof T
Srinivasan, IGNTU's Prof
Soubhagya Ranjan Padhi and
CUOQO Vice-Chancellor (1/¢) Prof
Narasingha Charan Panda.

Prof Nagaraju underlined
the "potent promise” of tribal
research, urging faculty to
translate the MoU into tan-
gibleacademic outcomes. Prof
Srinivasan termed it a "mo-
mentous occasion” advocating
a paradigm shift from only
educating tribal communities
to also learning from their in-
digenous knowledge systems.
Prof Srinivas pointed to
SSCTU's ongoing tribal re-
search centre and collabora-
tive projects while Prof Padhi

highlighted research opportu-

nities in like
Amarkantak.

In his presidential address,
Prof Panda disclosed that the
MoU drew inspiration from
Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan's visit
to CUQ in July 2025. "The
minister emphasised the need
for collaborative tribal re-
search to strengthen policy-
making. Odisha is well-placed
to lead this national agenda,”
he said.

regions
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Central University of Odisha Signs Landmark MoU with Four Central
Umversntles to Boost Higher Education and Tribal Research

Koraput,(KCN):In a
significant move aimed at

advancing the goals of

the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020 and
promoting inclusive and
multidisciplinary
education, the Central
University of Odisha
(CUO) signed a historic

Memorandum of

Understanding (Moll)
with  four Central
Universities of India on
Monday 25 August 2025
at the university campus
in Sunabeda.

The partnering
institutions include the
English and Foreign
Languages University
(EFLU), Hyderabad:
Central Tribal University
of Andhra Pradesh
(O o1 i O O - |
Vizianagaram; Indira
Gandhi National Tribal
University (IGNTU),
Amarkantak; and
Sammakka Sarakka
Central Tribal University
(SSCTU), Telangana.
The Mol aims to foster
academic and research
collaborations, resource
sharing, faculty and
student exchanges, and
Jjointinitiatives focused on
tribal studies, regional
development, and socio-
economic transformation.
The signing ceremony
was attended by Prof, N,

Nagaraju, Vice-
Chancellor, EFLU; Prof.
Y. L. Srinivas, Vice-
Chancellor, SSCTU; Prof.
T. Srinivasan, Vice-
Chancellor (I/c), CTUAP;
Prof. Soubhagya Ranjan
Padhi, Professor, IGNTU:
Prof. Narasingha Charan
Panda, Vice-Chancellor
(I/c), CUOWelcoming the
dignitaries, Dr. Sourav
Gupta, Convener of the
MoU Committee and
Associate Professor in
Journalism and Mass
Communication,
highlighted that tribal
studies would be the
primary area of
collaboration among the
institutions.

Speaking at the event,
Prof. N. Nagaraju
emphasized the crucial
role of faculty in turning
MoUs into meaningful
academic action. He

praised the initiative for
its focus on tribal
research, which he
described as a "potent
and promising" field.

Prof. T. Srinivasan hailed
the agreement as a
"momentous occasion”
and noted a shift in
perspective
educating tribal
communities to learning
from them. Echoing
similar sentiments, Prof.
Y. L. Srinivas shared
that SSCTU has already
established a tribal
centre and is undertaking
a funded nine-month
collaborative research
project.Prof. 8. R. Padhi
elaborated on the tribal
populations in
Amarkantak and other
regions of Madhya
Pradesh, underlining the
scope of research
opportunities the MolU

under NEP

presents

2020.

In his presidential
address, Prof. N, C.
Panda expressed

gratitude to the partner
universities for their
commitment and
participation. He

revealed that the idea for

the MoU stemmed from
discussions during Union
Education Minister Shri
Dharmendra Pradhan’s
visitto CUO in July 2025.
Prof. Panda emphasized
the potential of the MoU
to drive impactful
research and policy-
making  aimed at
improving the socio-

economic conditions of

tribal communities.

The ceremony concluded

with a vote of thanks by
Dr. Rakesh Kr Lenka,
Registrar (I/c), CUO. The
MoU will remain in effect

for five years, with
provisions for renewal
based on mutual consent.
Prominent CUO faculty
members in attendance
included Prof. Rathi
Kanta Kumbhar ¢
Economics), Dr 5
Khemundu (D
CTWD &
Sociology), Dr. R.um.’ndr.l
Kumar Parhi, (DSW), Dr.
Sanjay Pradhan (HOD,
Dairy Science), Dr.
Manjushree Singh (HOD,
Agriculture), Dr. B. K.
Srinivas (HOD,
Anthropology), Dr.
Nirjharini Tripathy (HOD,
English), Dr. Ashok
Kumar Erigala (Teacher-
in-Charge, Academics),
Dr. Phagunath Bhoi
(PRO), Dr. Anupam
Dakua (OSD, VC
Office) and Dr. Dr.
Nupur Pattanaik, Asst.
Professor, Sociology.
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CUO Korap

ut inks MoU

with 4 Central varsities

Partnership to enable
collaborations in
academics, research and
joint initiatives in tribal
studies, regional growth,
and socio-economic
transformation

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, August 25: The
Central University of Odisha
(CUQ), Koraput, Monday signed
a Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) with four Central Uni-
versities of India to advance the
objectives of the National Edu-
cation Policy (NEP) 2020 and
promote inclusive, multidisci-
plinary education.

The partnering institutions
include the English and For-
eign Languages University (EF-
LU), Hyderabad, Central Tribal
University of Andhra Pradesh
(CTUAP), Vizianagaram, Indira
Gandhi National Tribal Univer-
sity (IGNTU), Amarkantak, and
Sammakka Sarakka Central
Tribal University (SSCTU),
Telangana.

The signing ceremony
was attended by N Nagaraju,
Vice-Chancellor, EFLU; YL Sri-
nivas, Vice-Chancellor, SSCTU;
T Srinivasan, Vice-Chancellor
(I/c), CTUAP; Soubhagya Ran-
jan Padhi, Professor, IGNTU;
Narasingha Charan Panda,
Vice-Chancellor (I/¢c), CUO.

The MoU aims to foster ac-
ademic and research collab-
orations, resource sharing,
faculty and student exchanges,
and joint initiatives focused on

" tribal studies, regional devel-

MoU to promote multidisciplinary |
learning under NEP 2020,
strengthen collaborative

research, faculty/student
exchange and credit transfer

opment, and socio-economic
transformation.

The key objectives of the
MoU are to promote multidis-
ciplinary and interdisciplinary
learning as envisioned in NEP
2020, enhance collaborative re-
search and academic partner-
ships, encourage credit trans-
fer, faculty exchange, and joint
academic projects, support
tribal empowerment, innova-
tion, and sustainable regional
development, strengthen digital
education, Indian knowledge
systems, and entrepreneur-
ship and contribute towards
increasing Gross Enrollment
Ratio (GER) and institutional
capacity building, said CUO
officials.

Speaking at the event, Naga-
raju emphasised the crucial
role of faculty in turning MoUs
into meaningful academic ac-
tion. He praised the initiative
for its focus on tribal research,
which he described as a “potent
and promising” field.

Srinivasan hailed the agree-
ment as a “momentous occa-

To support tribal empowerment,
innovation, sustainable regional
development, digital education,
Indian knowledge systems and
entrepreneurship

sion” and noted a shift in per-
spective—from educating tribal
communities to learning from
them.

Echoing similar sentiments,
Srinivas shared that SSCTU
has already established a trib-
al centre and is undertaking a
funded nine-month collabora-
tive research project.

Padhi elaborated on the trib-
al populations in Amarkantak
and other regions of Madhva
Pradesh, underlining the scope
of research opportunities the
MoU presents under NEP 2020.

In his address, NC Panda ex-
pressed gratitude to the partner
universities for their commit-
ment and participation.

He revealed that the idea for
the MoU stemmed from discus-
sions during union Education
Minister Dharmendra Prad-
han’s visit to CUO in July 2025.

Panda emphasised the po-
tential of the MoU to drive
impactful research and poli-
cy-making aimed at improving
the socio-economic conditions
of tribal communities.

ek

12 PAGE | 35.00




(®DISHASY TES

The ceremony was graced by

\ODDISHASYTES = Q e partnering nstitutions are 7o mwonvie

X i Chancellor of EFLU; Prof YL
English and Foreign Languages seinivas, vice-chancelior of

. . SCTU; Prof T Srinivasan, Vice-
Home Lampu Un|ver5|ty (EFLU)' Hyderabad’ zhan:ello?lilc)ofC:U:P.val
. . i i i Soubhagya Ranjan Padhi,
Central Unlvel's I'ty Of Central Tribal University of T
Andhra Pradesh (CTUAP),

Narasingha Charan Panda,

OdiSha Signs MOU Vizianagaram; Indira Gandhl Vice-Chancellor (I/c) of CUO

The Mol outlines key

To BOOSt Tribal National Tribal University olijectives, Inculing romoting

(IG NTU) Am arkantak, a nd multidisciplinary leaming,
R rch ! ¥ encouraging faculty and
esea Sammakka Sarakka Central student exchanges, supporting
. . . credit transfers, and fostering
Dy Oa Bureau AUQ | 4 Tnbal UanerS'ty (SSCTU). joint research projects. It also
: ) TPlanﬂana emphasises digital education,

Indian knowledge systems,

The Mo, signed at SUO's R

sustainable regional
Sunabeda campus in Koraput development to empower tribal
communities and increase the
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the pivotal role of faculty in

resource sharing, faculty and ransiating the Mo into
impactful academic outcomes,

student eXChangeS, and jOlnt describing tribal research as a
“‘potent and promising” field
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Central University of Odisha Signs Landmark MoU with Four
Central Universities to Boost Higher Education and Tribal Research

Koraput.( TNB): In a sig-
nificant move aimed at
advancing the goals of the
National Education
Policy (NEP) 202} and
promoting inclusive and
multidisciplinary cduca-
tion, the Central Univer-
\.jl_\ of Odisha (CUC)
signed a historie Memo-
randum of Understanding
(MoU) with four Central
Universities ol India on
Maonclay 25 August 2025
at the universily campus
in  Sunabeda. The
partnering instteiions
include the English and
Foreign Languages Uni-
(EFLU},
Central

versity
Hyderabad;

Tribal University of
Andhra Pradesh
(CTUAPF), Vizianagaram;
Indira Gandhi National
Tribal University
(IGNTU), Amarkantak;
and Sammakka Sarakka
Central Tribal University
(SS5CTU),
The MoU aims 1o foster

Telangana,

academic and rescarch
collaborations, resource
sharing, faculty and stu-
dent exchanges, and joint
initiatives focuscd on
tribal swudies, regional
development, and socio-
economic transformation,
The signing ceremony
was attended by Prof. N.
Nagaraju, Vice-Chancel-

lor, EFLU; Prof. Y. L.
Srimivas, Vice-Chancel-
lor, S5CTU; Prof. T.
Srinivasan, Vice-Chan-
cellor (Le), CTUAP; Prof,
Soubhagya Ranjan Padhi,
Professor, IGNTU; Prof.
Narasingha Charan
Panda, Vice-Chancellor
(lfe), CUO

Welcoming the dignitar-
ies, Dr. Sourav Gupta,
Convener of the Mol
Committee and Associnte
Professor in Journalism
and Mass Communica-
tion, highlighted thm
tribal studies would be the
primary area of collabo-
ration among  the
institutions.Speaking at

the event, Prof. N
Nagaraju emphasized the
cructal role of faculty in
trning Molls into mean-
ingful academic action.

He praised the initiative
for its focus on tribal re-
scarch, which he de-

scribed as a "potent and

promising” lield. Prof. T,
Srinivasan hailed the

agrecment as 4 “momen-
tous occasion” and noted
a shift in perspective—
from educating tribal
communities to learning
from them. Echoing simi-
lar sentiments, Prof. Y. L.

Srinivas shared that
SSCTU has already estab-
lished a tribal centre and
is undertaking o funded
nine-month colluborative
research project. Prof. §
R. Padhi claborated on
the tribal populations in
Amarkantak and other
regions of Madhya
Pradesh, underlining the
scope of research oppor-
tunities the Mol presents
under NEP 2020.

In his presidential ad-
dress, Prof. N. C. Panda
Ell)l'c'-hl;‘l] gratitude 1o the
partner universities for
their commitment and
participation. He revealed
that the idea for the MolJ

stemmied from discussions
during Union Education
Minister Shri
Dharmendra Prodhan’s
visit 1o CUCQ in July 2025,
Prof. Panda emphasized
the potential of the Mol
to drive impactful research
and policy-making aimed
ut improving the socio-

economic conditions of

tribal communities. The
ceremony concluded with
a vole of thanks by Dr
Rakesh Kr Lenka, Regis-
trar (Ife), CUO. The Moll
will remain in elfect For
five years, with provisions
for renewal based on mu-
tual consent. Prominent
CUO faculty members in

attendance included Prof,
Rathi Kanta Kumbhar
(HOD, Economics), Dr.
Kapila Khemundu ( Direc-
tor, CTWD & HOD, So-
ciology), Dr. Ramendra
Kumar Parhi, (DSW), Dr.
Sanjay Pradhan (HOD,
Dairy  Science), Dr.
Munjushree Singh (HOD.
Agriculture), Dr. B. K.
Srinivas (HOD, Anthropol-
ogy ), D Mirgharin Tripathy
(HOD, English), Dr. Ashok
Kumar Erigala {Teacher-
in-Charge, Academics),
Dr.  Phagunath Bhoi
(PROY), Dr. Anupam Dukuoa
(OSD, VC Office) and Dr.
Dr. Nupur Pattanaik, Asst.
Professor, Sociology.
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