Follow us on: pR @TheDailyPioneer [ facebook.com/dailypioneer @) instagram.com/dailypioneer/

® Established 1865

o sunday |

PUBLISHED FAOM: DELHI | LUCKNOW | BHOPAL | BHUBANESWAR

www.dailypioneer.com

RNI Regn. No. ORIENG/2007/22475
La1e City Vol 21 Issue 11 | “Air Surcharpe Extra if .qnnl cable

oneers B

BHUBANESWAR, SUNDAY JANUARY 12, 2025; PAGES 12 74

T ——

CUO ho\ds 3-day int’l conf on mi

mExperts from
India and
abroad to join
w200 research
papers to be

presented
PNS m KORAPUT

To promote the impor-
tance of millet as a staple and
nutritional food, the Central
University of Odisha (CUOQ)
organising a three-day inter-
national conference on the
topic "Millets as Future Food
for Sustainable Planet” during
January 10-12 at its Sunabeda
campus. This will be organised
by the Department of

oNFERENCE
-L-:c::l' 'I"""' ”—“ﬁf‘

Biodiversity and Conserva-
tion of Natural Resources.
Vice -Chancellor Prof
Chakradhar Tripathi will in-
augurate the international
conference as its chief patron.
He called upon the academic
community of CUO to carry
out research on various as-

pects of millets, including their
broad social acceptability as
the future food and its mar-
keting and value addition. Prof
NC Panda, RegistrarI/c. of the
university, will also be present
on the occasion.

Union Minister of Educa-
tion Dharmendra Pradhan
has sent his best wishes for the
conference which will be
graced by eminent scientists
and experts in millet, agricul-
ture, and biodiversity for dia-
logue, discussion, and policy
implementation for the future
food. Prominent among them
are Dr Trilochan Mohapatra,
former DG, ICAR, Elisabeth
Faure, Representative and
Country Director of UN

et

World Food Programme, In-
dia, Dr Kuldeep Singh, Head,
GeneBank, International
Crop Research Institute for
the Semi-arid Tropics, India, Dr
K Mudith Mewan, Wayamba
University, Sri Lanka, Dr Ajaya
Biswal, University of Georgia
(USA), Dr Ranjit Kumar Sahu,
School of Medicine, University
of Virginia and other delegates
from other countries and inside
India.

More than 200 research pa-
pers by agri-scientists, policy
planners, representatives of
non-government
organisations are expected to
be present during the event,
said Prof Sharat Kumar Palita,
Chairman of the conference.
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CUO Organises International
Conference on Millets as Future Food

Koraput., (TNB): To pro-
mote the importance of
millet as a staple and nu-
trittonal food, a three-day
International Conference
on “Millets as Future
Food for Sustainable
Planet” was inaugurated
at the Central University
of Odisha on 10 January
2025 at its Sunabeda Cam-
pus, organised by the De-
partment of Biodiversity
and Conservation of
Natural Resources. The
Vice -Chancellor Prof,
Chakradhar Tripathi for-
mally inaugurated the in-
ternational conference.
Others presented on the
dais were Dr. Trilochan
Mohapatra, Former DG,
Indian Council of Agri-
cultural Research
(ICAR}). as Chiel Guest:
Dr. Kuldeep Singh,
Head. GeneBank, Inter-
national Crop Research
Institute for the Semi-
arid Tropics, India as
Keynote Speaker: Prof.
Sharat Kumar Palita, Pro-
fessor and Dean of the
School of Biodiversity &
Conservaton of Natural
Resources, CUOQ; Dr.
Debabrata Panda, Asst,
Professor & Convener
of the Conference and
Dr. Kakoli Banerjee,

Asst. Professor and Co-
convener.

While inaugurating the
Conference, Prol.
Tripathi stressed the
need for promotion of
millet as a staple food of
India. Millet was an im-
portant food of India
during 19th Century and
before, but due to west-
ern influence, we fol-
lowed the other farming
and millet farming was
on the back foot. It is
time to revive the use of
millets, and every Indian
should get the message
of millet use and its ben-
efits, he said. Due to the
impact of western cul-
ture, we ignored the im-
portance of millet as a
staple food. Now it’s
time we should focus on
growth and development
of millets, he said. Millet
is not a grain, but a su-
per the
Hon’ble Prime Minister
Narendra Modiji named
as ‘Shree Anna’, We not
only should improve mil-

grain which

let farming but also
should create awareness
on the positive benefits
of millet, he urged.

Dr. Mohapatra, in his
speech, said that as a
member of the Central

team of millets, he is
working on the popular-
ity of millet for future
food. After the year 2023
declared as International
Year of Millets, the gov-
ernments, both centre
and state try lo revive
the production of millets
as an important source
of food. Millets are cli-
mate resilient and its nu-
tritional value is very
high. It’s high time our
mindset
changed towards the
use of millets in various
forms of food, he said.
Dr. Singh, as the Key-
note speaker, said that
only producing more mil-
lets will not solve the
problem, but it should
ensure changing food
habits, cooking habits
and innovating new
forms of cooking and
eating of millets. Diver-
sification of food system
is more important, he
said. Prof.
plained the theme of the
Conference. He said that
in the present context of

should be

Palita ex-

food scarcity all over the
world, millet is the best
solution for survival.
Millet is important due
to its adaptability and

nutritional value. This

Conference will be help-
ful in finding out the so-
lutions for food problem
in Odisha and particu-
larly in Koraput District.
Dr. Debabrata Panda,
Convener of the Confer-
ence, delivered the Wel-
come address and Dr.
Kakoli Banerjee, co-con-
vener of the Conference
proposed the Vote of
thanks and coordinated
the events. Other emi-
nent dignitaries present
on the occasion were Dr.
K. Mudith Mewan,
Wayamba University, Sri
Lanka, Dr. Ajaya Biswal,
University of Georgia
(U.S.A), Dr. Ranjit K.
Sahu, School of Medi-
cine, University of Vir-
ginia and other del-
egates from other coun-
tries and India. The Vice
Chancellor and the in-
vited guests also inaugu-
rated a millet exhibition
on the occasion. Various
organizations and NGOs
presented their prod-
ucts related to millets.
The three-day confer-
ence will witness presen-
tations by various del-
egates in and outside
India and the outcome is
expected to be positive
and result oriented.
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Experts provide tips, strategies for success of

‘milletsin every plate’ mission

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, 12 JANUARY:

A three-day Conference on
“Millets as Future Food for
Sustainable Planet” held at
Central University of Odisha
{CUQ), Koraputinbrainstorm-
ingsessionslaidemphasis on
amplifying awareness about
increasingmillet consumption
throughintensificationefforts.
Thisinitiative of this nature
was undertaken by CUO to
supportresearch, innovation,
quality control, and value
addition inline with the Gov-
ernment of India’s vision of
"Millets in Every Plate.”
Organised bythe Depart-
mentof Biodiversity and Con-
servationof Naural Resources,
the ceremony was attended
among others by the Vice -

Chancellor Prof. Chakradhar
Tripathi, Dr. T'ara Sathyavati,
Director, Millet Research
Institute, Mr. Srinivas, Zonal
Secretary, Bhartiva Kisan
Sangh, Prof. Sharat Kumar
Palita, Chairman of the Con-
ference, Dr. DebabrataPanda,
Convener ofthe Conference
and Co-convener Dr. Kakoli

Banerjee.

“The Univers ty comumumnity
needs to work for the growth
of millets in production as
well as consumption inside
the CUO campus. With the
help of the central and state
government, we should try
to cultivate millets in larger
areas. As millet was once our

staple food during early periods,
it'stimetoreviveitand accept
itatourhomes”, Prof. Tripathi
stressed.

Prof. Sathyavati speaking
on the occasion promised all
help from Millet Research
Institute to CUO for growth
of millets in the region.

The three-day event also
underscored the need to
addressglobal challenges by
leveraging the nutritional,
economic, and ecological
benefits of millets. The con-
ference also proposed the
establishment of national
forums to promote sustainable
agriculture, rurallivelihoods,
and development, thereby
driving rural prosperity.

Millets, as resilient crops,
contribute to sustainable
farming practices while

addressing key rural chal-
lenges, including food security,
income generation, and envi-
ronmental conservation,
experis taking part in the
conference opined.

The farmers can benefit
economically due to the low
input costs and high market
demand for millets, particularby
inhealth-conscious markets.

Experts outlined the impor-
tance of value addition through
branding, labeling, and mar-
keting for national and inter-
national markets, reinforcing
the vision of millets as the
"Future Food."”

The CUO, Koraput also
plans to translate India’s
millet recipe book into Odia
and Hindi to make it maore
accessible and appealing to
the public.
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Koraput, (TNB): To pro-
mote the importance of
millet as a staple and nu-
tritional food, a three-day
Conference on “Millets as
Future Food for Sustain-
able Planet” was con-
cluded on 12 January 2025
at its Campus with valu-
able deliberations and rec-
ommendations. Organised
by the Department of
Biodiversity and Conser-
vation of Natural Re-
sources, the valedictory
ceremony was attended
by the Vice -Chancellor
Prof. Chakradhar Tripathi,
Dr. Tara Sathyavati, Direc-
tor, Millet Research Insti-
tute, Mr. Srinivas, Zonal
Secretary, Bhartiya Kissan
Sangh, Prof. Sharat Kumar
Palita, Chairman of the

Conference, Dr. Debabrata
Panda, Convener of the
Conference and Co-con-
vener Dr. Kakoli Banerjee.

Prof. Tripathi urged the
University community to
work for the growth of mil-
lets in production as well
as consumption inside the
CUO campus. He said that
with the help of central and
state government, we
should try for cultivation
of millets in larger areas.
As millet was once our
staple food during early
periods, it’s time to revive
it and accept it at our
homes. Prof. Sathyavati
also urged the CUO com-
munity to promote milletin
various fooding habits of
the people. She promised
all help from Millet Re-

search Institute to CUO
for growth of millets in the
region. Shri Srinivas gave
importance to pesticide
free cultivation for future
growth of millets. He also
urged to discourage mul-
tinational players in imple-
mentation of millet mis-
sion in the state. Prof.
Palita read out the out-
comes of the Conference.
These are,

The conference aims to
amplify awareness about
increasing millet consump-
tion through inte:
tion efforts. This initiative
supports research, inno-
vation, quality control,
and value addition in line
with the Government of
India’s vision of "Millets
in Every Plate.” The event

ca-

-
emphasizes the need to
address global challenges
by leveraging the nutri-
tional, economic, and eco-
logical benefits of millets.
It serves as a platform to
advocate for policies and
initiatives that mainstream
millets as a sustainable
staple for food security.
The conference proposes
the establishment of na-
tional forums to promote

sustainable ‘agriculiure;

rural livelihoods, and de-
velopment, thereby driv-
ing rural prosperity. Mil-
lets, as resilient crops,
contribute to sustainable
farming practices while
addressing key rural chal-
lenges, including food se-
curity, income generation,
and environmental con-
servation.  Stakeholders
are encnuraged to em-
powersmallholder farmers
by prometing millet farm-

ing. These farmers can
benefit economically due
to the low input costs and
high market demand for
millets, particularly in
health-conscious markets.

The conference under-
scores the importance of
value addition through
branding, labeling, and
marketing for national and
international markets, rein-
forcing the vision of mil-
lets as the "Future Food."
The University plans to
translate India’s millet
recipe book into Odia
and Hindi to make it more
accessible and appealing
to the public. The Vote
of thanks was delivered
by the Convener of the
Conference Dr.
Debabrata Panda and Dr.

Kakoli Banerjee, Co-con-
vener, coordinated the
valedictory function.
Around 300 research pa-
pers were presented in
the Conference by vari-
ous dignitaries, includ-
ing 80 invited talks and
other presentations. On
the occasion a book
titled “Wild Plants for
Tribal Foods and Medi-
cine”. Further, the Vice
Chancellor and other dig-
nitaries awarded persons
and organizations work-
ing on millets including
Dr. Prashant Parida and
Dr. Kartik Lenka from MS
Swaminathan Research
Foundation, Jeypore,
Ramesh Chandra Swain,
CYSD, Pritesh Ray.
WASSAN, Govt. of

Millets as the Future of Food: Three-Day Conference
At CUO Concludes with Key Insights and Strategies

Odisha, Prabhakar
Adhikary, Pragati
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Sishir Sahu, Swabalambi
Foundation, Jagannath
Chinnari, Jagannath Mil-
let Hub, Jeypore, Sharat
Patnaik, Secretary,
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ciation, Jalendra
Tripathy, Rashtradeep
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from Sunabeda, Roshan
Kartik, ORMAS and or-
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Milles as the Future of Food: Three-Day Conference at CUO Ceneludes with Key Insights and Strategies

KORAPUT,(KCN):To
promote the importance
of millet as a staple and
nutritional food, a three-
day Conference on
“Millets as Future Food
for Sustainable Planet”
was concluded on 12
January 2025 at its
Campus with valuable
deliberations and
recommendations,

Organised by the
Department of
Biodiversity and

Conservation of Natural
Resources, the
valedictory ceremony
was attended by the Vice
-Chancellor Prof.
Chakradhar Tripathi, Dr.
Tara Sathyavati,
Director, Millet Research
Institute, Mr. Srinivas,

Zonal Secretary,
Bhartiya Kissan Sangh,
Prof. Sharat Kumar
Palita, Chairman of the
Conference, Dr.
Debabrata Panda,

Convener of the
Conference and Co-
convener Dr. Kakoli
Banerjee.

Prof. Tripathi urged the
University community to
work for the growth of
millets in production as
well as consumption
inside the CUQ campus.
He said that with the
help of central and state
government, we should
try for cultivation of
millets in larger areas. As
millet was once our staple
food during early periods,
it's time to revive it and
accept it at our homes.
Prof. Sathyavati also
urged the cuo
community to promote
millet in various fooding
habits of the people. She
promised all help from
Millet Research Institute
to CUO for growth of
millets in the region. Shri
Srinivas gave importance
to  pesticide free

cultivation for future
growth of millets. He also
urged to discourage
multinational players in
implementation of millet
mission in the state. Prof,
Palita read out the
outcomes of  the
Conference, These are,

PTOITILiL'ng Millet
Awareness: The
conference aims to

amplify awareness about
increasing millet
consumption through
intensification efforts,
This initiative supports
research, innovation,
ality control, and value

addition in line with the
Government of India’s
vision of "Millets in Every
Plate.”

+ Addressing Global
Challenges: The event
emphasizes the need to
address global
challenges by leveraging
the nutritional,
economic, and

ecological benefits of

millets. It serves as a
platform to advocate for
policies and initiatives
that mainstream millets
as a su ble staple
for food security.
Fostering Rural

Prosperity: The
conference proposes
the establishment of
national forums to
promote sustainable
agriculture, rural
livelihoods, and
development, thereby
driving rural prosperity.

Championing
Sustainable Agriculture:

Millets, as resilient
crops, contribute to
sustainable farming
practices while
addressing key rural
challenges, including

food security, income
generation, and

environmental
conservation,

- Enhancing Rural
Livelihoods:
Stakeholders are
encouraged o empower
smallholder farmers by

promoting millet
farming. These farmers
can benefit

economically due to the
low input costs and high
market demand for
millets, particularly in
health-conscious
markets,

- Value Addition and
Market Expansion: The
conference
underscores the
importance of value
addition through
branding, labeling. and
marketing for national
and international
markets, reinforcing the
vision of millets as the
"Future Food."

- Expanding Cultural
Reach: The University

plans to translate India’s
millet recipe book into
Odia and Hindi to make
it more accessible and
appealing to the public.
The Vote of thanks was

delivered by the
Convener of the
Conference Dr.

Debabrata Panda and
Dr. Kakoli Banerjee,
Co-convener,
coordinated the
valedictory function.
Around 300 research
papers were presented
in the Conference by
various dignitaries,
including B0 invited
talks  and  other
presentations, On the
occasion a book titled
“Wild Plants for Tribal
Foods and Medicine™.
Further., the Vice
Chancellor and other
dignitaries awarded
persons and
organizations working
on millets including Dr.

Prashant Parida and Dr.
Kartik Lenka from MS
Swaminathan Research
Foundation, Jeypore,
Ramesh Chandra
Swain, CYSD, Pritesh
Ray, WASSAN, Govt.
of Odisha, Prabhakar
Adhikary, Pragati
Koraput, Pradeep
Mohanty, Sarvodaya
Samiti Koraput, Srinibas
Mishra, FES Koraput,
Sishir Sahu, Swabalambi
Foundation, Jagannath
Chinnari, Jagannath Millet
Hub, Jeypore, Sharat
Patnaik, Secretary, Komput
Farmers Association,
Jalendra Tripathy.
Rashtradeep Prasar Samiti,
Koraput, Mahesh Gadelar,
MSSRF, K Ushanaga,
‘Women entrepreneur from
Sunabeda, Roshan Kartik.
ORMAS and
organizations including
Dhan Foundation and
Millet Shakti Processing
Unit, Rajaput.
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rissa TODAY

THE PEOPLE’S VDICE

CUO TO ORGANISE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
MILLETS AS FUTURE FOOD FOR SUSTAINABLE PLANET

Karaput, (TNB): To pro-
mote the importance of
millet as a staple and nu-
tritional food, the Cen-
tral University of Odisha
is going to organise a
three-day international
conference on the topic
“Millets as Future Food
for Sustainable Planet”
during 10 to 12 January
2025 at its Sunabeda
Campus, being
organised by the De-
partment of Biodiversity

and Conservation of

Natural Resources. The
Vice -Chancellor Prof.
Chakradhar Tripathi will
inaugurate the interna-
tional conference on 10
January as its Chief Pa-
tron. He called upon the

academic community of

CUO to carry out re-
search on various as-
pects of millets, includ-
ing their broad social

acceptability as the fu-
ture food and its market-
ing and value addition.
Prof. N. C. Panda, Regis-
trar I/c. of the Univer-
sity, will also present on
this occasion.

Millets are an impor-
tant source of nutrients,
having a significant role
in the food and nutri-
tional security of mil-
lions of people around
the world. Hon’ble Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi Ji has also shared
his vision to make India
a “Global hub for Millets’
and named it ‘Shree
Anna’. In Odisha, millet
has been cultivated for
ages, particularly in
tribal belts including
Koraput. Though people
use millet as a staple
food, they are unaware
of its nutritional value
and climate-resilient

properties, as well as its
limited use of water. To
create awareness of the
diversity of millets, their
invaluable nutritional
properties, environmen-

tal benefits, and their
conservation by tradi-
tional communities, the

Central University of

Odisha is organizing this
three-day-long interna-
tional conference.

Hon’ble Union Minister

of Education Shri
Dharmendra Pradhan Ji
has sent his best wishes
for the Conference.
The conference will be
graced by eminent scien-
tists and experts in mil-
let, agriculture, and
biodiversity for dia-
logue, discussion, and
policy implementation
for this future food.

Prominent among them
are Dr. Trilochan
Mohapatra, Former DG,
ICAR, Ms. Elisabeth
Faure, Representative
and Country Director of
UN World Food
Programme, India, Dr.
Kuldeep Singh, Head,
GeneBank, International
Crop Research Institute
for the Semi-arid Trop-
ics, India, Dr. K. Mudith
Mewan, Wayamba Uni-
versity, Sri Lanka, Dr.
Ajaya Biswal, University
of Georgia (U.S.A), Dr.
Ranjit K. Sahu, School of
Medicine, University of
Virginia and other del-
egates from other coun-
tries and inside India.
More than 200 research
papers by agri-scien-
tists, policy planners,
representatives of non-
govt, organisations are
expected to be pre-

sented during the Con-
ference, said Prof. Sharat
Kumar Palita, Chairman
of the Conference. Dr.
Debabrata Panda, Con-
vener-cum-Organising
Secretary, is hopeful of
a positive outcome of the
conference as millets are
not only going to be the
future food for the
planet, the climate-resil-
ient varieties are the
hope against climate va-
garies faced by the
world. The conference
will be very much help-
ful for the growth of mil-
lets in the Koraput re-
gion, said the Convener-
cum-organising Secre-
tary of the Conference
Dr. Debabrata Panda,
Convener and Co-con-
Kakoli
Banerjee will coordinate
the three days ]on% in-
ternational confgﬁgg‘%;ﬁ

vener Dr.
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