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Central University of Odisha Observes Constitution Day 

The Central University of Odisha (CUO), Koraput, commemorated Constitution Day 
and concluded the 150th birth anniversary celebrations of Bhagaban Birsa Munda 

on its campus at Sunabeda on 26 November 2024. The event marked the adoption 
of the Indian Constitution and paid homage to its architect, Dr. B. R. Ambedkar. 

Prof. N. C. Patnaik, Dean of Faculty of Legal Studies at Berhampur University and 

Principal of Lingaraj Law College, graced the occasion as the Chief Speaker, while 
Smt. Usharani Das, Principal of Government Women’s College, Sunabeda, was the 
Guest of Honour. The program was inaugurated and presided over by Prof. N. C. 

Panda, Vice-Chancellor (I/c) and Registrar (I/c) of CUO. Dr. Anjaneyulu Thotapally, 
NSS Coordinator, delivered the welcome address. Floral tributes were offered to Dr. 

B. R. Ambedkar and Bhagaban Birsa Munda to honor their contributions to the 
nation. 

In his address, Prof. Panda emphasized the visionary role of Dr. Ambedkar in 

drafting the Indian Constitution. Highlighting its roots in ancient Indian texts like 
the Vedas and Upanishads, he described the Constitution as a guiding document 
that upholds equality, truth, and justice. He urged everyone to study the 

Constitution and follow the path of great leaders like Dr. Ambedkar to contribute to 
national progress. Prof. Panda also led the attendees in reading the Preamble, 

reaffirming their commitment to its values. 

Prof. Patnaik delivered a thought-provoking lecture titled "My Constitution, My 
Pride" (Mera Samvidhan, Mera Swabhiman), praising the Constitution as a living 
document adaptable to the needs of its citizens. He elaborated on its dynamic 

nature and significant features, including Fundamental Rights, Directive Principles, 
and the principles of liberty and social justice. He highlighted the Constitution's role 

in fostering a strong bond between the state and its citizens. 

Smt. Usharani Das underscored the importance of the Constitution in governance, 
noting that India, as the world’s largest democracy, relies on its robust framework. 

She encouraged everyone to delve deeper into understanding the Constitution’s 
values and features. 

The program concluded with a vote of thanks by Dr. Phagunath Bhoi, Public 
Relations Officer of CUO. Organising Committee members including Dr. Kapila 

Khemundu, Dr. Ashok Erigala, Dr. Srinivas B. Kotnak, Dr. Sumit Paswan, Dr. 
Anjaneyulu Thotapally and Dr. Phagunath Bhoi coordinated and NSS volunteers 

compeered the program. Faculty members, staff and students were present at large 
on the occasion. 
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